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these were inspired by his chief adherents, who
could not understand his hesitation to assume a
title which they had regarded as the objective of
the coup tfitat. But the prince maintained a
sphinx-like attitude until the autumn. He was
prepared to bide his time until he could be assured
that the transition would be effected (at least in
appearance) by the will of the people alone. So
far, each step in his climb to power had been in
conformity with public opinion. He wished to
preserve the illusion that, though he might be
master, he in fact exercised that mastery only as
the servant of the nation.

In September he made a tour of southern
France which proved an even more marked
personal triumph than that of 1850. Everywhere
his arrival was hailed by frenzied hordes, who
surrounded his carriage and gave vent to the
wildest demonstrations of joy. Roars of " Vive
Vempereur! " followed him from place to place,
and the desire of the populace was so unequivocal
that Louis Napoleon was satisfied that the moment
had now arrived for the consummation of his
ambition. With no little tact, he chose as the
occasion for his declaration a banquet organised
in his honour by the Chamber of Commerce at
Bordeaux on the gth of October. In this speech
he not only dispelled all doubts as to his intentions,
but sought to allay the growing agitation in